SAFE   CUSTODY

I cannot be certain that every word is correct,
for we never saw the strip which the Count of Haydn
possessed. .But Olivia had the first, and Father
.Herman's breviary gave us the third: and from
these two Olivia and Palin ' were able, as they had
hoped to be, to reconstruct the second beyond any
reasonable doubt.
The vestments lie wrapped as they were received
in three bales. They are in the inner dungeon
of the three. This is hewn from living rock.
The doorway to this dungeon is set in the wall
of the great dungeon and is sealed with stones
cut to fit it laid in cement. A cascade like
an arras hangs down over the doorway to conceal
it quite. None can ever enter except he first
prevent the flow of the water. Let him let down
the shutter belonging to the pipe, so the water
will turn aside and flow back to the bed whence
it came. In truth the shutter is the first rise
at the foot of the stair by the kitchen and
is locked into the first tread. The tread must
be drawn forward. When this is done the shutter
will fall into place.
Nothing could well have been clearer than these
directions, and since I have described the dungeons
and tlie pipe or conduit which ran under the kitchen
floor, there is no need of any comment: but perhaps
I may make bold to point out that the third of the
vertical strips contained all the vital words.
As I read the answer to the riddle which we had
been fighting to solve, all my weariness left me,
amd I was as eager as Hubert to start work at once:
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